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 Dear friends, 

A psychologist writes of how he used to think of 

hope as simply a warm, vague feeling akin to 

pre-Christmas excitement which stayed for a 

while but then disappeared.  His perspective 

was changed by his encounter with an ex-

marine who saw himself as a man with no hope 

because of illness.  This caused the psychologist 

to undertake an experiment.  He tried to stop 

himself having any thoughts about the future, 

and when he did so he realised how often our minds jump to the future.  

He also tracked how often advertisements play on our tendency to think 

about the future.    As a result, he realised how often we think about the 

future and that “Not all thinking about the future is created equal.  Hope 

feels different from the other types of future thinking and it is more 

potent than wishing and dreading.” 

One of the reasons for the rise of Christianity was that it offered 

resources for hope in the face of various crises, including pandemics, 

which were devastating the Roman world.  This hope centres on the 

death and resurrection of Jesus.  In 1 Peter this is described as a “living 

hope.”  How does it act in this way? 

The first step is belief in the reality of the resurrection as a physical 

event.  Anything less than this reduces the Christian hope to something 

which is detached from the real world which can’t have meaningful 

effects on our daily living.  The Christian hope is that in the resurrection 

the real world was turned upside down when death was defeated. 
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We need to be specific by recognising it was the resurrection of Jesus 

that was unique.  There were other records of resurrections – Lazarus is 

one example.  It is the resurrection of Jesus that gives grounds for hope 

which is not simply for the future but from the future.  When Jesus rose 

He brought the future kingdom into the present.  The future kingdom is 

not yet here fully, but the Kingdom of God has begun.  Heaven has been 

brought to earth because people are reunited with the glory of God.  

This means that effectively we are transferred out of the kingdom of this 

world into the kingdom of King Jesus with a new set of allegiances, new 

loves and new guiding values. 

The resurrection is therefore not simply a hope for the future but 

transforms the way we live the present.  It transforms our view of justice 

because we will want to live in the here and now in the light of God’s 

justice which underpins His kingdom.  Our relationships are transformed 

when we live as equals under the reign of the risen King.  Suffering takes 

on new meaning as the principle of joy from sorrow and strength out of 

weakness is seen through Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

On the road to Emmaus the two people on the journey were convinced 

that they were at an end.  They had hoped that Jesus was the Messiah, 

they had hoped He was going to transform their society and they had 

had faith in Him.  Those hopes seemed to have been shattered by the 

events of the previous few days, and so they were convinced that their 

hopes were at an end.  When Jesus revealed Himself to them their hopes 

were restored and they began to realise that what they had thought of 

as an end was actually a new beginning. 

The Easter story points us to a God who has promised to guide history 

to a new beginning.  There will be a world in which death and evil are 

completely destroyed and justice and peace reign.  The resurrection is 

the sign of this because where death and evil appeared to have won 

Jesus won. 
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The psychologist whose story I told you recognised the potency of hope.  

The Christian hope is not simply the prospect of a wholly spiritual future 

in heaven.  It is the physical resurrection of individuals and the renewal 

of the material world.  That is the fullest possible hope based on what 

Jesus has done for us with his resurrection as the “prototype” of our 

resurrection. 

Christ is risen.   

He is risen indeed. 

Your friend and minister, 

William 
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Easter Services 

 

Holy Week Services  

Our joint Holy Week Services will be held in Stonelaw Church (opposite 

Rutherglen Health Centre} Monday 3rd – Friday 7th April at 7pm 

 

Easter Messy Church  

This will be held in Burnside Blairbeth Church on Good Friday (7th 

April) at 11.30am followed by snack lunch 

 

Easter Sunday,   

Services will be held in Burnside Blairbeth Church 

 at 9.45am for a short communion service 

at 10.30am for an all age Easter celebration 
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Kirk Session 

The Kirk Session met on Wednesday 22nd February.  We have included 

key points but if there is anything else that you would like to speak to us 

about, please email us -  sessionclerk@burnsideblairbeth.church   

Matters Arising 

We reflected on our Christmas services, if you have any feedback, please 

get in touch.  We had to postpone our join Kirk Session conference with 

Stonelaw.  This has come about due to number of additional presbytery 

planning meetings which both churches have been involved in, but we 

hope to revisit this in the future.  We also highlighted the need for 

volunteers in so many areas of our church life.  There is the chance to 

serve in many ways, on the property team, in children’s work, reception 

duty – and it would be wonderful if we had just a few more people in 

these and other areas.  If you feel called to serve and would like more 

information, please just get in touch.  We also heard an update on the 

work of CAP – Christians Against Poverty and how we, along with others 

in our cluster group, can potentially get involved.  Hopefully there will 

be more information on this in the future. 

Roll Keeper’s Report 

We were delighted to welcome Ian and Moira Wilson and Adam and 

Jillian Neil, who have become members.  We thank God for this 

encouragement. 

Worship and Prayer 

We discussed the new worship night on 26th March, as well as other 

plans for time on a Sunday night to be used for a series on ‘hot button 

issues’. This will take the form of Bible study and conversation.   
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Our Easter services will take place with Stonelaw church this year, as 

well as our Good Friday Messy Communion, Communion on Easter 

morning and an all-age Easter morning service.  It is also the intention 

to deliver Easter cards to Blairbeth and Spittal.   

We discussed plans for ministry over the summer, reflecting on the 

excellent work that took place last summer, but also on issues relating 

to resources and funding.  Please pray that God leads William and Andy 

as they think about how we best serve our community this summer.  

Time was also spent thinking about nurture and growth and the 

importance of gathering together at additional times for prayer and 

Bible Study.  Many in our church family are part of housegroups, and 

prayer groups, meeting online or in person.  We hope to have a new 

group starting on a Tuesday night in the church.  Please watch out for 

more details. 

The Kirk Session 

Many Elders are undergoing refresher General Trustee safeguarding 

training and there has been a good response to the training we are 

hosting ourselves later in the year.  

Our Stated Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday 26th March with 

coffee and cake served after the service. 

We have been working with others in our cluster on the Presbytery 

Mission Plan.  The Glasgow Presbytery Mission Plan had been rejected 

by the National Presbytery Mission Plan Implementation group and 

there had been elements of the plan for our cluster that needed more 

detail.  We worked with Stonelaw, Cambuslang and Flemington Hallside 

to identify three key areas we would be looking at in the coming years.  

Our areas were working with Reachout in the joint Holiday clubs that 

are taking place over the year, continuing to develop our joint youth 
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work approach and looking into the viability of CAP in our local area.  

The question of how to get from five to 3.5 ministry posts was an area 

of concern.  There was a joint statement from the churches, sent back 

to Presbytery, highlighting that while we had acknowledged that 

Cambuslang and Flemington would both receive ministry posts, we had 

not come to an agreement over how the remaining 1.5 would be 

allocated between ourselves and Stonelaw, nor did we believe it was 

fair that we were being asked to do this, at this time.  At the time of 

writing, discussions on this issue are still ongoing with presbytery.  

Please pray for our cluster as we seek to be alert to God’s leading for 

our local area. 

Team Reports 

World Church – there was agreement to allocate the funds to our 

different missionary partners for the coming year. 

➢ Mission and Discipleship – there was discussion on the new 

house group, the use of Bible reading notes, and how we 

encourage each other – more to come on this – and more about 

how we work with Stonelaw in our mission and discipleship 

planning. 

 

➢ Finance – there was a detailed financial report.  Andrew Telfer 

thanked Eleanor Crawford and Marion Boyd for all their work in 

the area of our church finances.  He also thanked Lesley 

Mackintosh for collating and organising the trustee report.  

More detailed information on finance is available elsewhere in 

Contact. 
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➢ Property – The property budget was approved. 

Presbytery has been informed of our decision to close the 

Blairbeth building and this is now in the hands of the General 

Trustees. 

➢ Correspondence 

The Kirk Session received with regret, the resignation of John 

MacLean, and has thanked him for his service to the church as 

an Elder. 

Please do not hesitate to catch up with us on a Sunday morning. 

Leigh and Gary 

 

 

Croatian Easter Eggs  
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Burnside Blairbeth Church 
Financial Update  
 
Our year end accounts were independently examined by Milne Craig 
during February and subsequently approved by the Kirk Session. My 
thanks go to Milne Craig for carrying out this important role for us each 
year and I can confirm that there were no changes to the financial 
statements that they were presented with. 
 
Financially, this has been a challenging year for us. Below sets out the 
key information relating to this and I would encourage you to attend the 
Annual Stated Meeting on 26th March. In the meantime, copies of the 
accounts are now available from either Eleanor Crawford or me.  
 
Before we get into the detail, I would like to record my thanks to the 
following people –  
- Eleanor Crawford for the unstinting work that she does throughout 

the year. 
- For the support and advice of the finance team. 
- Lesley Mackintosh for bringing together the Trustees Report which 

brings to life all that happens in our congregation throughout the 
year. Please continue to pray for each area of work and those who 
are involved in leading it.  

 
I’ve tried to keep the summary below short with key points for your 
information rather than a bombardment of numbers. Once you have 
been through the accounts, if you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch by dropping me an email at 
andrewctelfer@yahoo.co.uk 
 
  

mailto:andrewctelfer@yahoo.co.uk
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Financial Review 
 
As noted above, this has been a challenging financial year for us. Our 
costs have increased and our income from giving falls as our numbers 
decrease.  

     
General Fund      
Deficit - Year to Dec 22 (33,040)*    
Inflationary increase of General 
Reserve 1,111     
Reduction in General Fund (31,929)    

 
*£14,474 of this was due to a deficit in the Local Mission fund) 

 
The focus is on our 3 main funds: 
 
➢ Ended the year with a deficit, pre inflationary increase, of £33,040. 
➢ Adding the annual inflationary increase of £1,111 resulted in a 

decrease in the General Fund of £31,929. Please note the 
inflationary increase should be more due to the inflation rate but 
it’s all a bit irrelevant when you have a deficit.  

➢ The closing balance last year was £79,806 but with the reallocation 
of the NGD £21,218 funds – this reduced to £58,589. The deficit 
further reduces this to £26,660. 

➢ You will remember last year that we had a Gift Day as part of the 
Church of Scotland National Giving Day, which including gift aid 
raised £21,218. These funds were moved during the year from the 
General Fund to an unrestricted Designated Fund with some of the 
monies used for warm blankets and further funds to be spent during 
the course of this financial year. 
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Local Mission Fund  
 

➢ Required a transfer from the General Fund of £14,474 to meet 
all its financial commitments. We need to focus on supporting 
this fund this year – particularly as the Go for It funding has come 
to an end (£7,200).  

 
Missionary Partners Fund  
 

➢ Our commitment of £37,000 for the year was met in full. £36,000 
was disbursed with £1,000 to follow in 2023.  

 
In total for these 3 main funds –  
 
Income 
 

➢ Total income reduced from £355,817 to £347,540 (down £8,277 
/ 2.4%). 

➢ Offerings (including donations) at £256,462 reduced by 
£16,912/6.2% from £273,374.  

➢ Adding tax recovery, total offerings, donations and gift aid 
reduced by £13,020 to £317.904.  

➢ There were 2 legacies of £14,162 with one to come in 2023 
which hasn’t been included in the 2022 numbers.  

➢ Other income totalled £13,634 vs. £19,893 – a reduction of 
£6,259. Main reasons being no tenant at Church Avenue and no 
Go for It – offset by increase in use of the premises and 
funerals/weddings.  

 
Expenditure  
 

➢ Increased by £26,905 to £351,850. Various reasons for the 
increase – property costs - £7,278 – more use of church and costs 
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of Church Avenue, return to ‘normal’ of ministry and mission 
contributions - £8,652 and other local costs - £7,897 – mission 
costs and youth work contributing (this is good!). 

➢ Local staff costs increased by £3,078 to £91,656. 
➢ The independent examination fee increased very slightly to 

£1,860 from £1,770. 
 
In summary 
 
➢ Our income base is falling so reviewing our cost base will be 

important. 
➢ Last year saw an increase in costs for the reasons outlined above – 

some of these are one off re Church Avenue and now we have a 
tenant this will assist.  

➢ The Local Mission Fund continues to concern me so additional grant 
funding will need to be attempted. 

 
Please continue to pray for the finances of both our church and the 
national church in Scotland. These are challenging times and we pray 
that we will know God’s blessing as well as seeking wisdom in utilising 
the resources that we have to best spread the good news of Jesus. 
 
Specific prayer points this month: 
 
➢ Local Mission Fund – this fund covers the work of our Church 

Worker, Pastoral Assistant and Facilities Coordinator along with 
supporting the important work of the Reachout Trust.  

➢ Missionary Partners Fund – for each of the partners that we support 
and that we can continue to do so this year and beyond.  

➢ SU Sponsorship Fund – there are a number of young people who are 
connected to the church who are attending SU Holidays. Please 
continue to pray for the work of SU and the impact these breaks 
have on the lives of your young people. If you would like to be able 
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to financially support those young people on going on these 
holidays, you can make a gift to the SU Sponsorship Fund. 

 
Andrew Telfer 
Treasurer 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Burnside Blairbeth Guild                                                                        

“Wee seeds, Big Trees” 
 

The Guild was pleased to move back into the church for its Monday 

meetings following the successful overhaul of the church heating 

system and has had three meetings since the last edition of Contact.   

In February, our speakers were well known to most of us, but each had 

a unique story to tell.  Betty Robinson told us about her life as a 

missionary in India for thirty three years, and the subsequent 

publication of her book “Thursday’s Child had far to go”.   At the next 

meeting, Kate Airlie   intrigued us with a talk on her lifelong interest in 

art and craft with the title “One family’s art and creativity”.    

In March, we had a visit from two staff members from our local hospice 

in East Kilbride, who told us about the splendid work that goes on there 

and highlighted several ways we could support their work – by visiting 

their public café at the Kilbryde Hospice (adjacent to Hairmyres 

Hospital) or their charity shop in East Kilbride, which is always happy to 

receive donations.  

At the time of writing, we have only one more meeting to go – our AGM 

and Social afternoon on Monday 20 March.  But before that, we have 

our annual Spring Fayre, on Saturday 18 March from 10.00am till 12 
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noon in the church hall.  This is open to all and we hope folks from the 

church and neighbourhood will come along and join us, enjoy the 

morning and help us raise some more funds for our Guild Projects. 

 
Catherine Nelson  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Imprisoned with Isis 

“For it has been granted to you that for the sake 
of Christ you should not only believe in him but 
also suffer for his sake…”  
Philippians 1:29 
 
In January four of us from Burnside Blairbeth 

went to see the play by Artless Theatre 

Company in collaboration with Release 

International “If Prison Walls Could Speak”.  

The play told the story of how Petr Jašek, a 

pastor from the Czech Republic, spent 14 months in Sudanese prisons.  

Petr faced many charges but in essence he was in prison because he had 

gone to Sudan to support Christians whose freedom was oppressed, 

whose churches were being destroyed and whose very lives were under 

attack by the state. 

The play presented a very bleak picture of one man, alone in a hostile 

jail cell enduring the hostility not only of his gaolers but also of his fellow 

inmates who were crowded together in appalling conditions.  Yet, as we 

watched, we saw that Petr was surrounded by crowds of witnesses – his 

family and his church in the Czech Republic, the worldwide community 

of praying Christians and the Christians imprisoned with him.  It seemed 

at first that God had abandoned his servant but, throughout his 445 days 
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behind bars, Petr was given the privilege of sharing the gospel with 

Muslims, encouraging Christians and witnessing to the love of Christ to 

everyone there. 

A strange “privilege” indeed to be granted – the privilege of suffering.  

When the play ended, we left full of praise for what God had done 

through that experience but wondering how each of us would cope in 

similar circumstances. 

Happily, for those of you who did not get to see the play, the story has 

been published as a book: “Imprisoned with Isis”.  

(There is a copy in the Church Library or you can order it through 

releaseinternational.org/product/imprisoned-with-isis). It is not an easy 

read in places, but is both challenging and inspiring, and tells the story 

of how our sisters and brothers throughout the world suffer for their 

faith every day. 

This is a book well worth reading and I can heartily recommend it. 

John MacLean 

  

http://www.releaseinternational.org/product/imprisoned-with-isis
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Small groups @ Burnside Blairbeth Church 
 
Small groups have formed part of our congregational life for decades 
and two new groups will start soon, so now is a great time to let you 
know what’s on and invite you get involved.  Expect to understand faith 
better through knowing your Bible and knowing others better. 
Discussion is likely to be lively. 
 
Ross and Leigh Galloway run an on-line group and John Hunter helps 
with 2 others. In around 6 weeks his Monday group will change to a 
“hybrid” on-line and at home group. 
 
Marjory and John MacLean host a group meeting in their house.  
 
New groups:  
 
One is for young people and the other will meet in the church building. 
Andy McArthur and Andy Campbell will look after the young people ’s 
group once a month on a Sunday evening.  
 
Chris Mackintosh will coordinate the group starting to meet in church. 
The core source material we use is provided by William (the minister) 
and encourages further thought on the Bible passages from the Sunday 
services.   Different groups develop this in different ways.  
 
The table below gives details of the groups.  If you are interested in the 
Tuesday evening group at church, just turn up, but if other groups suit 
you better, please email theoffice@burnsideblairbeth.church and your 
email will be forwarded to the right people. 
 
Chris Mackintosh 
 

mailto:theoffice@burnsideblairbeth.church
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Location Date/Time Organiser Meeting Day 

Online, with plan 
for mixed at home 
& online 

Monday 7.30 
pm 

John Hunter fortnightly all 

year round - 

next meets 

27/3/23 

Online Tuesday 7.30 
pm 

John Hunter fortnightly all 

year round - 

next meets 

28/3/23 

In person – 
Maclean’s house 

Tuesday 7.30 
pm 

John and 
Marjory 
MacLean 

meets 

approximately 

fortnightly 

Online Alternate 

Mondays at 

7.30 

Ross and Leigh 
Galloway 

 

Church for young 
people 

Sunday evening 
Once a month 

Andy 
McArthur and 
Andy Campbell 

Start date 

soon 
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In the past, information about everyone in our church family was stored 
on the church roll (for members) and various other lists. It wasn’t very 
useful or safe!  We have now brought it all together in one place - 
ChurchSuite - a database designed for churches which we are using for 
everyone who is a member, an adherent, or a regular attender at any of 
our services and events. It contains names and addresses, and if you 
have given us your email address and phone number, they are there too.  
It is a basically an address book with lots of bells and whistles, and over 
the next 3 weeks, if you have an email address, you will be invited to 
join ChurchSuite on your mobile phone, tablet, or computer.  The 
invitation will come as an email inviting you to get ‘MyChurchSuite’ on 
your computer, or via an App on your phone or tablet. There is a link in 
the email for the App on either Android or iOS.  You’ll be invited to 
choose a password, and in the future, use that for logging in.  If you don’t 
receive the email, it’s because we don’t have your email address on file, 
so you probably are not getting any email updates or Contact by email.  
Let us know if that is the case, and we’ll get it sorted! 
 
Once you are in MyChurchSuite, you’ll be able to see all your own 
details, and change them if there are any mistakes or updates.  That 
means that if you change your phone number or move house, you can 
update the database yourself and you don’t need to notify the church 
office. Some of the church rotas are there, so you’ll be able to see when 
you are next on tea and coffee duty, doing the Bible reading, or are on 
welcome.  All the email updates are visible on your screen, plus any 
events that have ‘tickets’, such as Messy Church.  
 
We believe that any data that we have on ChurchSuite has been given 
to us by you,  but if you see something on your screen that you’d rather 
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wasn’t there, you can delete it, or let us know and we’ll delete it for you.  
You can also decide if you’d like to be part of ‘Search for Others’ – this 
is like a church address book where you get to say if you’re ok with other 
people in church knowing your name, address, phone number, email 
etc. – you decide how much or how little of that to make ‘public’ (only 
to others in Burnside Blairbeth Church).  
 
If you are a parent of a young person in the database, only you can view 
and change their details, until they are 18 (or younger with your 
permission). 
 
The people who have been responsible for setting up ChurchSuite, and 
who will be able to help you if you are struggling to get it sorted out, 
are: 
 

➢ Kate Airlie,  
➢ Eleanor Crawford 
➢ John Gordon 
➢ Lesley Mackintosh  
➢ Alan Thomson 

 
We take data protection very seriously, and only these people and the 
ministry team and session clerks have access to all of ChurchSuite.  For 
help and information you can also email the church office 
theoffice@burnsideblairbeth.church, and someone will be in touch.  
 
 

 

  

mailto:theoffice@burnsideblairbeth.church
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“Made for You” with Lou Fellingham 

 

On Saturday 4th March a group of women 
from Church attended the “Made for You” 
day conference in Palmerston Place 
Church in Edinburgh.    The event was 
hosted by Lou Fellingham in collaboration 
with the organisers of Women Walking 
with God.   Five hundred women filled the 
Church to hear Lou and Amy Orr-Ewing 
speak.   Amy is a well known Christian 
speaker and travels around the world and 
she shared stories displaying instances of 
God’s Grace despite the many troubles, dangers and broken societies 
we live in.   Lou was backed by a praise band playing a range of worship 
music.    
 
We were prevented having a “post-lunch lull”, as guest speaker Carla 
Jane, a gospel singer, took to the stage and did her best to cajole the 
audience to sing a three-part harmony which was musically partially 
successful and very entertaining. 
 
The day was an oasis of encouragement and a timely reminder that 
God’s Grace is still an ever-present gift today and not just something 
promised 2000 years ago. 
 
Susan Gordon 
 
https://www.loufellingham.com/ 
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You are invited along to our new monthly Sunday evening service on 
Sunday 26th March at 6pm. All ages are welcome as we worship, reflect, 
hear some testimonies and pray together. 
 

Andy McArthur 
Church Worker 
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Missionary Partners 

News from Bernard Bakunda, Rhema School, Uganda 
 
Marjory MacLean writes – Last week I was in touch with Bernard as it 
was the first anniversary since his ‘dear wife Alice was promoted to 
Glory’.  He has replied with news of Rhema School and his family, saying 
“I am well, by the grace of God. I am about to finish writing a small book 
about Alice.  It is an amazing and encouraging story. We plan for a 
belated memorial service when the book is ready. I don’t know when!” 
 
Rhema school had 302 children turn up at the beginning of term on 6th 
February. Bernard thinks that this big turn up is because the children are 
taught the word of God. Also, last year Rhema school children scored 
high grades in their primary leaving examinations with half the children 
scoring grade one and the rest grade 2. There were no failures unlike 
neighbouring schools. They thank God for that. 
 
Bernard spends most of his time at the school doing some ministry 
among teachers and children. He has also been supervising the repair of 
old broken furniture and has been making new chairs; undertaking wall 
repairs and painting that needs attention before the beginning of 2nd 
term.  This keeps him busy through the week, leaving a few hours free 
for church fellowship with other believers. 
 
Bernard writes with family news 
Our daughter Faithful and her husband Abel ring me every day. They are 
doing well together with their little ones.  Peter and Sonia in Fort Portal 
are also ok.  Timothy is at home with me and is still busy working at 
Mengo Hospital.  He has a young Christian girlfriend called Deborah.  
 
It's always good and encouraging to hear from you and I am assured of 
your love and prayers. I find time to pray for the supporting friends at 
Burnside Blairbeth Church. 
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Let us run "with perseverance looking to Jesus," so that we too may 
victoriously reach the finishing line! 
 
As we pray for one another, let us cheer up, because God cares about 
us and after the battles of this life, we will forever reign with Him!   
 
Love to all friends at Burnside Blairbeth Church, 
 
Bernard 
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Update on the Kitega Community Centre, Uganda 
 
Background 

The Kitega Community Centre is a Christian organisation that was 
initiated by Rev. Canon Silas Musoke, with the help of the Kingserve Trust 
in Scotland.  The Centre is interdenominational and serves all people 
without prejudice.  “We aim to make the world a better place by creating 
a healthy environment where everyone is happy.” 

For a long time, Kitega Community Centre has focused on children with 
learning difficulties who have been rejected by their parents. 

Uganda’s school terms run differently from us and so all the schools are 
shut for 2 months between December and January for their “big 
holiday” – the equivalent of our summer holiday. The children are all 
now back at the centre and they love being there. It is a place where 
they are happy and safe. There is a waiting list of children hoping for a 
space at the centre. 
 
There is a devoted team of teachers and social workers working with the 
children helping them to develop different skills and knowledge and the 
children are encouraged to learn and get involved in so many activities. 
The team have been able to have meetings with the parents to explain 
the issues affecting the learning capacities of their children and these 
meetings have resulted in new ways of working and supporting the 
children while they are at the centre.  
 
One of the young boys, Robert, who is completely deaf, and has been at 
the centre for a number of years, is now fully employed by the centre 
and his job is to look after the poultry project.  
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The parachute is still a favourite game with all at the centre and has given hours and 
hours of enjoyment. 

 
A great development of the centre is the building of the medical centre 
at Katungulu village.   This will help so many people in the village to have 
medical care so close to their homes rather than having to travel a far 
distance. 
 
Amy Samson 
 
(Kitega Community Centre (kitegacc.org)) 

  

http://kitegacc.org/
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Flower Guild 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has 
supported the work of the Flower Guild over 
the last year.  
 
This includes those who have arranged 
flowers, those who have supported the work 
of the guild through financial donation and 
those who have delivered flowers to 
members of our church family. 
 
We are always happy to welcome new members to the Guild. 
 
Expertise in flower arranging is not necessary. We have a variety of silk 
flower arrangements that can be used in church. The requirement is 
then to provide two bunches of flowers that can be delivered to 
members of the congregation. 
 
There is a budget for this so no one need be out of pocket. Invoices 
should be given to Andrew Telfer, church treasurer.  
 
We encourage you to become involved in any way you can in the 
knowledge that the gift of flowers from the church is so welcome and 
so happily received. 
 
If you would like to help in this way, please contact Rose Beattie in 
person or on 0141 647 3447. 
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Announcements 

Obituary 
 
“My flesh and my heart may fail,  but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion for ever”.   
Psalm 73, vs 26 

 
Betty Primrose 
 
Betty Primrose died on 25th February at home after 

being ill for some months.  She was born to Jean 

and Walter Leighton and grew up in Cambuslang.  

She was an only child.  When she left Gateside 

Secondary School she went to work as a typist for 

Pearl Assurance. 

Betty met her husband, Bill, at Old Morrison 

Church in Cambuslang and they were married in 1964.  They had two 

sons – Stephen and Graham and Betty was also a proud grandmother to 

Fraser and Blair. 

Betty had a lovely singing voice and was involved in music for much of 

her life – especially through the Trinity Players where she taught the 

children.  She loved the musicals and was very house-proud throughout 

her life. 

Betty and Bill came to worship in Burnside Blairbeth along with other 

former members of Trinity Church, Cambuslang.  We commit Bill and 

the family to your prayers as they give thanks for Betty and mourn her 

death. 

......................................................... 
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Thank You 

On behalf of the Dart family, I would 

like to thank everyone in our Church 

family for all your love, prayers and 

support given to Moira and the rest of 

the family during the past year. 

Moira’s faith was always strong, but 
every card, text or e-mail, as well as 
the many personal visits, meant so 
much to her, knowing that you were with her during her time of trial. 
 
At the end of the Service of Thanksgiving to Celebrate the Life of Moira, 
a retiral collection was held in support of Kilbryde Hospice, East Kilbride 
and Pancreatic Cancer UK. 
 
Such was your generosity that I was able to send each charity £600.00 
which they have acknowledged with grateful thanks. 
 
So, may I once again thank each and every one of you for simply being 
there in our time of need. 
 
Ian Dart 
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The next Issue of Contact 
 
Copy Deadline:   21 May 2023  
Available for distribution: 4 June 2023 
 
Articles can e-mailed to the editor -   contact@burnsideblairbeth.church 
 
Services are on YouTube – search for: 
Burnside Blairbeth Church live stream 
 

• CDs will be available as soon as possible after the Sunday morning 
services and will be delivered to homes.   If you, or someone you know, 
would like to have a copy delivered, please contact: 
 

Kate Airlie Mob: 07787 558 790  //  kate.airlie@burnsideblairbeth.church 
 

• Contact magazine is available to view on our website, 
www.burnsideblairbeth.church, under What’s On/News tab. 

 
If you would like to view Contact this way rather than have a paper copy 
delivered please send a message the office: 
 
theoffice@burnsideblairbeth.church 
 
 
Data Protection Act, 1998 

It is normal practice to include the names, addresses and telephone numbers 
of our office-bearers and other individuals in our church publications. If any 
person does not wish to have their personal details included they should 
inform the Communications Team Leader, Lesley Mackintosh. 
 

Burnside Blairbeth Church    *    Scottish Charity No. SC006633 

Church of Scotland Congregational Reference: 160844 

www.burnsideblairbeth.church 
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