
1 
 

Burnside Blairbeth Church  
  
  

  

Contact  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 172                December 2024   
  



2 
 

  

 

Dear friends, 

Every Christmas we revisit the Christmas story.  

We focus our services on it, we sing carols about 

it, we perform dramas based around it, we use 

all sorts of visual imagery, and we invite our 

friends to join us in thinking about it.  One of the 

reasons we ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƻ άǊŜƭŀǘŀōƭŜέ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

story ς a true one ς but a story, nevertheless.  

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƻΣ ƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǊ ǎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the Christmas doctrine ς or do we? 

Some passages of Scripture are more obviously Christmas doctrine than 

others.  After all, doctrine is simply an assertion of what we believe, and 

much of what Christians believe is based on the events recounted in the 

Christmas story.  This might be described (albeit clumsily) as Christmas 

doctrine. 

Doubtless at some point over the season you will hear John 1 ς άThe 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among usΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

a small part of Christmas doctrine.  It points to incarnation ς God 

became a human being and made a home among humans.  That is the 

fundamental Christmas doctrine ς and it cannot be separated from the 

story of Jesus being born to Mary and Joseph.  The story and the 

doctrine belong together. 

²ƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ 

life appeared; we have seen it and testify it, and we proclaim to you the 

ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΧέ όм WƻƘƴ мΤ нύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 

to feature in traditional Christmas services, but there is no doubt that 
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ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  Once again, the 

doctrine depends on the story and the thread runs throughout Scripture 

ς ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎέΦ 

At the heart of our Christmas services there will be many traditional 

ŎŀǊƻƭǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ than others in how 

ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǇ ƻŦ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 

of the less helpful ones!  We sing carols because they tell the story of 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŜǎ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 

also unpack what that story means for us i.e. the Christmas doctrine.  

άhƴŎŜ ƛƴ wƻȅŀƭ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƛǘȅέ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

same time embellishing the Christmas story.  It proclaims the 

incarnation, tells us that Jesus is Lord, but also describes a scene 

including cattle, a stable etc.  Neither of the latter feature prominently 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΗ  bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 

that we sing the doctrine of Christmas. 

We sometimes think of doctrine as being optional and at times off 

putting.  It is for those parts of Scripture which we find slightly 

impenetrable and would prefer to leave to the experts.   

Conversely there are people who can be snobbish in their approach.  

Perhaps without realising it, they give the impression that focussing 

mainly on doctrine is a mark of Christian maturity.  The stories in 

Scripture are what we teach children but as we mature, we can leave 

them behind. 

 L ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ  

Without the story recounting the birth of Jesus, we have no incarnation, 

no Immanuel (God with us) ς nothing to celebrate.  Without the doctrine 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ς but 

ultimately why should it matter?  The story and the doctrine belong 

together. 
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But even together they are not enough.  Both could be described as 

hypothetical, without a person at their heart.  The story and the doctrine 

are only helpful insofar as they lead us to an encounter.  It is an 

encounter with Jesus himself that makes both the story and the doctrine 

meaningful.  It is the reality of that encounter which makes us marvel 

regularly at the story bold in the Gospels.  It is the reality of the 

encounter which makes us ponder at the magnificence of the doctrines 

at the heart of the Christian faith. 

This year tell the Christmas story once more.  Sing and read the 

Christmas doctrine yet again.  But above all worship the Saviour to 

whom both story and doctrine point. 

May you know the magnificence of Jesus Christ this Christmas. 

Your friend and minister, 

William 

**************************  

Thank You 

The service on 3rd November is one which I will remember for a variety 
of reasons. It was wonderful to celebrate the faithfulness of God over 
ten years of Messy Church. It was impossible not to be moved at the 
baptisms which took place. Then there was the opportunity to express 
thanks for the service of elders among others. I want to say thank you 
for the lovely flowers and pen given to Mairi and myself, as the 
congregation very kindly marked twenty-five years since my ordination.  
As is often the case I have been moved by the kindness shown to us by 
the people of Burnside Blairbeth Church. I want to take this opportunity  

to say thank you. Truly it is a blessing to serve God in this context.  
 
Thank you       
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 William 

Church Lunch - 3 November 

We had a wonderful celebration on Sunday 3rd November.  We gave 
thanks for God for 25 years of William's service, for some of our Elders 
receiving long service certificates for over 30 years of service, for 10 
years of Messy Church and for the Baptism of a whole family.  During 
the service we considered the service that all of us seek to give, with the 
Sunday Clubs giving us all a reminder of who we serve, with wonderful 
cards containing the following verses from 2 Thessalonians  
 
May our Lord Jeus Christ himself 
and God our Father who loved 
us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and 
good hope, encourage your 
hearts and strengthen you in 
every good deed and word.  2 
Thessalonians 2:15-17 
 
We then enjoyed lunch and 
fellowship together.  It is 
wonderful to pause and consider 
the many ways we have been blessed as a congregation and to see 
God's faithfulness throughout the generations. 
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Kirk Session 

Kirk Session  
This is a snap shot of the last Kirk Session meeting on 9th October. Some 
of this information will have moved on or been actioned! Please get in 
touch with Gary or Leigh if you want any further information or come 
along to the next Kirk Session meeting on Wednesday 11th December.  
 
Christmas  
 
There was discussion about Christmas service, Christmas cards and the 
gift delivery that we have done in previous years. It was decided to go 
ahead with both the cards and the gifts. If you are able to help deliver 
the gifts to those in our congregation who are housebound or who 
might be struggling just now, please speak to Kate. An up to date list of 
our Christmas events is in the Christmas card, if you can help with 
deliveries, please speak to Lesley Mackintosh. 
 
We also hope to hold a church family Christmas event on Sunday 22nd 
December. Please speak to Jen Robertson if you would be willing to help 
with this ς she will have all the information! In the coming weeks you 
will also see more details of the new Bible Study initiative we are hoping 
to run in the new year. We felt it was important to be able to have 
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something to invite people to if they come to our Christmas services and 
events.  
 
Kirk Session  
 
We are hoping to hold a Kirk Session Conference/Gathering in the new 
year, with a focus on Pastoral Care. Kate had been working to hone and 
develop our Pastoral Care groups so that we can best support each 
other. More information will follow after the conference.  
We are looking at the year ahead and key priorities. This is something 
that is ongoing and which we hope to devote more time to in the coming 
months.  
 
Pastoral Care  
 
Kate reflected on other areas of our pastoral care, including Home 
Communion for those who are not able to come to church and the 
monthly zoom prayer meeting, which had 10 people join last month. 
The fact that these are both happening, is very encouraging and we 
thank God for these two areas of church life.  
 
Finance  
 
The most up to date information has come via Andrew Telfer speaking 
to the congregation about the deficit and the Gift Day ς ǎŜŜ άCƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
wŜǇƻǊǘέ 
 
Property  
 
There was no new work that had been undertaken but Gary updated 
the KS with ongoing work in relation to a number of areas including the 
ongoing issues with dampness in the Dungeon, and the quotes being 
sought to address this.  
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There was discussion over the Operational Risk Register with issues 
including security of our buildings and food hygiene. A group will be put 
together to look at new government legislation on safety in public 
buildings. 11 people in the congregation recently received their Food 
Hygiene certificate. 
 

Leigh Galloway 

Finance Report 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ DƛŦǘ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
having and below is very similar to the update I provided the congregation on 
17th November.  
 
On Sunday 1st December, we will be having a Gift Day to address the deficit 
that we face across our 3 main funds at the end of the financial year. 
 
These gifts are necessary to allow us to eliminate the significant shortfall that 
we face this year. The risk of not addressing the shortfall is that it further 
reduces our reserves and although we are a member of the Church of Scotland, 
from a regulatory perspective, we are an independent charity and must ensure 
that we can meet our financial obligations. 
 
So, what is the potential deficit that we face? 
 

¶ Across our 3 main funds ς General, Local Mission and Missionary 
Partner it is £40,000. That means we need around £32,000 of 
additional offerings assuming the majority will have gift aid added. 

 
Why are we in this position? 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ LΩǾŜ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are 2 specific parts this year that are crystallising the deficit we face: 
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¶ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
always spent our full fabric budget. Whilst this makes my life a bit 
easier, it is just pushing work further down the road. This year we are 
on track to spend our full budget ς of £36,000 - and it is important we 
do so to maintain our buildings. 
 

¶ Our energy costs have significantly increased so it is costing us a lot 
more just to keep the lights on. The increase this year is between £12-
ϻмпΣллл ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ϻнлΣлллΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻǎǘ 
increases and these have come through this year because our previous 
energy deal came to an end.  

 
How will it work? 
 

¶ Same as previous years is the short answer. You will have received the 
letter and Gift Form through the post. My enormous thanks to Eleanor 
for all the work that is done in organising all of this.  

¶ Bank transfers can be made and envelopes will be available and can 
be brought on 1st December.   

¶ Gifts will be allocated first of all towards the Local Mission and 
Missionary Partner fund deficits and then the balance to the General 
Fund.  

 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ tƭŜŘƎŜ 5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ς we had one last year which covered 
2024 and 2025. As ever, if you need to/wish to change your regular offerings, 
then just let Eleanor or I know. 
 
There are a lot of moving parts to our financial position ς the sale of the 
Blairbeth building, engagement with 121 on the impact of energy costs and 
why we think some of that impact should be removed from our annual central 
contribution. Please continue to pray for the Kirk Session as we work together 
to understand the impact of these. If you have any questions or would like to 
discuss further with me, please grab me for a coffee after church, phone or 
drop me an email.  
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CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘΣ ƻǊ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǇƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭŀrge/daunting. 
However, as I said at our Session Meeting and was brought to life at our 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜŀŎƘƻǳǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
hand at work here in Burnside. There is so much to be encouraged about and 
it is important ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
Gospel and the good news of Jesus. 
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 Please continue to pray for our finances, the Gift Day and for the finance team 
in the coming weeks and months. 
 
 
 
Andrew Telfer 
Treasurer 
 
 

**************************  

 

Ordination of Jonathan Lyall 

Many from Burnside Blairbeth were able to join Jonathan and his family 

at his Ordination service at Viewpark Church in Uddingston on Tuesday 

12 November.    

We give thanks for all that Jonathan gave to us as a congregation and 

wish him well as he starts the next part of his journey at Law Parish 

Church, Carluke as a Minister. 
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Christmas Dates 

 Saturday 7th December 4.30   Messy Christmas.  
Come and follow our Angel trail.  More information on our 
website and Facebook.  

 
3pm Sunday 8th December    Quiet Christmas. 

A service for everyone, particularly if 2024 has been a hard 
year, followed by afternoon tea.  
 

5pm ς 7pm Sunday 22 December Christmas Party  
 See notice on following page. 
 
6:30pm Tuesday 24th December  All age Christmas Eve Service  

For everyone, particularly families with children.  
 
8pm Tuesday 24th December  Readings and Carols  

A traditional Christmas Eve service  
 
10:30am  Wed 25th December  Christmas morning 

An all age service where children are invited to bring along a 
ƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ 
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Christmas Party - Sunday 22nd December 

 

  

You are invited to a Christmas Party on Sunday 22nd December from 5-

7pm. This is for absolutely everyone ς there will be food and lots of fun, 

no matter what your age and stage!  

To help with catering, it would be good if you could sign up. You can do 

this via MyChurchSuite [look for My Events], use the sheet on the 

Welcome table in church, or follow the link on this QR code if you are 

using the printed version of Contact, or ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

online. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

https://burnsideblairbethchurch.churchsuite.com/events/fl3fuhlr
https://burnsideblairbethchurch.churchsuite.com/events/fl3fuhlr
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The Guild 

 

On Monday 21st October we had an inspiring evening 
as our probationer Jonathan Lyall expanded on our theme for this year 
Sure Foundations.  Johnathan is leaving Burnside Blairbeth at the end of 
the month to take up a position as an assistant minister in the 
Presbytery of Forth Valley and Clydesdale where he will be based at Law 
Parish Church.  We will be sorry to see him go and wish him all the best 
in his new position. 
 
On November 4th Karen Gillon, General Secretary of the National Guild, 
gave us an excellent talk on the wider work of the Guild. 
On November 18th our guest was Niall Illingworth, a retired police 
officer, turned author who gave us a fascinating talk about how he came 
to be a writer. 
 
At our next meeting on Monday 2nd December we will welcome Fiona 
Joice who will tell us all about her career in opera. Also in December, we 
look forward to our Christmas lunch at the Burnside Hotel. 
! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎȅƭƭabus and 
to all our faithful members and friends who turn out so regularly, 
whatever the weather, to support us.  
 
A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 
 
Jean Goldie 
  



15 
 

Switch Big Day  

On Saturday 9th November our youth group got together from 3 ς 7pm for a 

Ŧǳƴ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ 

September as we usually do as Andy was welcoming little Harry into the world, 

so we wanted to spend some extra time together.  

We played games including a hilarious Disney themed photo challenge, we had 

a gladiators inflatable, we thought a wee bit about how God loves us and wants 

to shape us into his likeness, we toasted marshmallows in our fantastic newly 

fenced garden, and enjoyed playing with some sparklers.  

Our pizza tea was brilliant and it was a day I think we will remember for a long 

time.  
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In Service Holiday Club  

On Monday 11th November we were delighted to host a Cambuslang and 

Rutherglen Reachout Trust in-service holiday club. 50 children in P1-7 were 

there and had an excellent day from 9.30am to 4.30pm.  

We explored the story of Jesus feeding the 5000 out in our newly fenced 

garden (I do hope you are getting the message about how good this is!). During 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άWŜǎǳǎέ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŜǊΣ L 

wonder if you heard us? In groups the children had to use natural objects to 

make a picture of what they thought was the most important part of the story. 

Nearly every group made a picture of the 12 baskets of leftovers, our God is so 

generous. I wonder what you think is the most important part of that story. In 

the afternoon we had a story trail in the sanctuary and the garden, using 

numbers to think about the story, and wondered about lots of different things  

ς why did the boy share his food? Why did everyone want to be with Jesus? 

Why were there so many leftovers? Who do we think Jesus is? ς It was great 

ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ  

These 2 sessions were 40 minutes in the morning and the afternoon, and we 

did lots of other things for the rest of the day. We had team challenges, 
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football, board games, crafts, cake decorating, a big snowball fight, a nerf 

battle, and played with the parachute.  

It was a great day, and the children really enjoyed it. Thanks to all the team for 

making it happen.  

Jen Robertson 
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Lanarkshire Weekend at Lendrick Muir 
 
A group of young people and some not so young people headed off to 
Lendrick Muir on 15th November for the Lanarkshire weekend 
away.  We were studying Colossians and unpacking our relationship 
with Jesus in light of the message that Paul was writing.  It was 
challenging and exciting as well as we reflected on the fact that Jesus 
knows what it was like to live on earth and know the issues and 
challenges that we face everyday, because he also faced them.  We had 
a fantastic prayer space which many of us found a great place to reflect 
on the teaching.  Others took part in the Swedish Bible Study method, 
of looking for key points in the passages, things we found difficult to 
understand, light bulb moments etc. 
 
We also took part in lots of activities including the King Swing, Archery, 
Survival Skills, Crafts and Games.  We enjoyed wonderful food which 
fueled the activities and a life size version of Cluedo to finish off the 
weekend. 
 
We give thanks to God for fantastic young people and leaders, for the 
real sense of peace that was over the weekend and for the space to do 
new things and for relationships to grow.  We also thank the church for 
the financial support towards the weekend. 
 
Leigh Galloway 
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 3-2-1 Course 

Embark on an exciting journey to explore the 
foundations of Christian faith in just four sessions. This 
course is designed to delve into three key aspects: 

1. **The Story of God**: Understand the narrative of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ 

2. **The Story of Jesus**: Discover the life, teachings, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

3. **Your Story**: Reflect on how your personal journey intersects with 
the story of God and Jesus. 

Each session is packed with engaging content, insightful discussions, and 
practical applications to help you connect deeper with your faith. 

You can work through the material on your own or journey with others 
as part of a group. 

Group sessions 

Work through the 3,2,1 material as part of a group, sharing experiences 
and learning from each other. 

The sessions will be on a Tuesday night at 19:30 starting on 14th January 
2025 in the Burnside building on Church Avenue.  There will be 4 
sessions working through the material. 

Tuesday, 14 January 2025   7:30pm - 9:00pm  

 Tuesday, 21 January 2025  7:30pm - 9:00pm  

https://burnsideblairbethchurch.churchsuite.com/events/srgc4qb2
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Tuesday, 28 January 2025  7:30pm - 9:00pm  

Tuesday, 4 February 2025  7:30pm - 9:00pm 

To sign up go to the weblink below and click on the link at the end of 
the description. 

https://www.burnsideblairbeth.church/3-2-1-course.php 

 

**************************  

Blythswood Care - Christmas Shoebox Appeal  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the shoebox appeal again this 
year.  
 
There were a total of 56 filled shoe boxes with other gift fillers and 
money donated to Blythswood. The shoe boxes this year are going to 
Eastern Europe with many going to Ukraine.  
 
It is a pleasure to share what God has given us with others in countries 
where there is war and poverty. By filling a shoe box, and giving you 
have brought joy this Christmas to those who need it most.  
 
Kay and I took the shoeboxes to the warehouse and it was wonderful to 
see all the shoeboxes that will be sent to Eastern Europe this Christmas.  
 
Thank you 

Andrea Thomson  

https://burnsideblairbethchurch.churchsuite.com/events/c29ekzz1
https://burnsideblairbethchurch.churchsuite.com/events/5nn58xdh
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Reachout Trust 

What a milestone we are celebrating!  And what a 

celebration we had on 26 October! 30 years of Reachout!  

Who would have thought that the vision of those who 

founded Reachout all those years ago would see us 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΚ  Through thick and thin, 

including a two-year lockdown, God has demonstrated his faithfulness 

by providing in every way for the work in our local schools, communities 

and churches ς with full-time workers, part-time workers, volunteers, 

donors, church support, and all sorts of other resources as well as those 

who have prayed faithfully.  Thank you to everyone who has supported 

the work of Reachout in whatever way. 

There have been huge changes in the last 30 years.  At the outset there 

were 16 churches in Cambuslang and Rutherglen who actively 

participated in supporting the setup of Reachout.  We are now down to 

a handful who support the work financially, by providing volunteers and 

other resources, and, not least praying for the ongoing work.  Many 

changes in the life of the various churches throughout that period have 

significantly contributed to that reduction. 

Notwithstanding these changes, Reachout has been going from strength 

to strength and for that we give God the glory ς because it is His 

faithfulness in provision that now sees us with a team that is as strong 

as it has ever been with Ross, our senior worker, Laura, our second 

worker, Shona, our admin assistant plus, for this year, two students who 

have been assigned to the team.  God has blessed the work beyond our 

imagining.  Likewise, the relationship with, and the opportunities we 

have to serve in the schools has never been stronger and with two full-

time workers plus support we are looking to grow the work we do in the 

schools. 
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At the celebration we also launched the 30/30 Project the purpose of 

which is to encourage 30 new donors to come on board to support the 

work financially over the next 30 years!!  We presently have a projected 

funding gap this year of about £13,700 which stretches to about £24,100 

in 2025/26.  While we continue to apply to trusts for grants, we largely 

depend on individuals committed to giving.  About two-thirds of our 

income this year will come from individuals (including gift aid recovery).  

At present our 50 donors each give an average of just over £800 per 

annum.  Another 30 donors giving an overall average of the same 

amount would address our whole funding gap next year! 
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If you would like to help us with the 30/30 Project, please speak to Alan 

Thomson or contact him at chair.crrt@outlook.com or Alan Robertson 

(treasurer.crrt@outlook.com).   

Alan Thomson 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:chair.crrt@outlook.com
mailto:treasurer.crrt@outlook.com
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Rutherglen and Cambuslang Food Bank 

Reverse Advent Calendar for 2024. 

 Firstly, I would like to thank you for your donations to the Foodbank 
throughout the year and to all who donated to the Foodbank during the 
Harvest Thanksgiving Festival. Your kind gifts are always appreciated. 

 Christmas is now fast approaching and at the Foodbank we are 
preparing for the extra effort we always put in at this time of year. We 
are looking back at a year when we gave food to approximately 9,000 
people in our local community. As you know, we rely on donations from 
yourselves, schools and local businesses and could not do this without 
your support. 

Below you will see a reverse advent calendar.   The Food Bank  are taking 
in donations at their  warehouse in Rutherglen Exchange throughout 
December between 10.00am and 12.00pm on the following dates; 7, 9, 
11, 13, 14, 16, 18 and 20th. 

Unfortunately, due to storage space we cannot accept donations of toys 
or clothing.  Please contact us by email, above or phone 
 07393 737030 if you require further information. 

Thank you as ever for your continued support. 

Wishing you blessings for Christmas and the New Year 

Heather Buchan 
Convenor, Rutherglen & Cambuslang Foodbank 
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Missionary Partners 

/ŀǊƻƭȅƴ .ƻȅŘ ¢ƻƳŀǎƻǾƛŏ  

9ŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ό9²Lύ, Croatia 

 
ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿΣ 

you come across a person, an event that brings 

you back to the vision you are striving for, and 

that for me is the beauty of engaging for peace 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦέ  EWI 

Board member 

While this year ushered in dark times for many countries and 

communities, we witnessed outpourings of solidarity and collective 

voices which opened avenues of hope.  In such times it is clear that we 

are not alone nor can we act alone, and it has been many of the 

collaborative actions which have opened new opportunities for EWI and 

the women in our region. 

So far this year, we have supported 95 women-led projects in Croatia, 

Bosnia & Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia and in 

Serbia, the largest number to date.  As well as individual projects, we 

have encouraged collaborations as a way to strengthen small grassroots 

groups and multiply the effect of their work such as with three groups 

for the blind in Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia.  Together they 

organised a series of round tables and educational forums for blind and 

partially sighted women on their rights and how to combat 

discrimination.  Together, they produced a film to support public 

campaigns in the three countries to raise general public awareness of 

the issues. Other projects focused ƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎocial inclusion 

of women and girls living with disabilities in rural communities, 
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combatting and preventing gender-based violence, intergenerational 

trauma and peace-building in fractured communities.  

 

During the summer, we created tailored in-person seminars building 

expertise and practical dialogue skills, on how to deal with conflict 

through non-violent communication and non-judgment, and how to go 

from conflict to dialogue.  The increasing militarisation of society and 

lack of dialogue towards peace is shadowed by the exclusion of women 

from peace negotiations. With new training modules, this is something 

we want to change as the presence of women in building peace brings 

new dimensions, new ways of understanding the conflict itself and also 

the resolution of that conflict because they bring their own experiences 

as those positioned differently in society. 

While digital platforms have enabled new relationships and 

opportunities, many women in the region do not enjoy equal access to 

digital spaces.  For this reason we try to facilitate in-person events which 

break the isolation felt my many, build trust and create spaces for 

meaningful encounters which can be life changing.  At the end of 

November we are hosting a conference with over seventy women 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ hƳƛǑ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ 

to connect, learn and encourage hope.  

  

Carolyn with a representative 
from the Amazon at a Climate 
Justice conference in  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania this 
Autumn. 



28 
 

We continue to work with women believers from all the main religious 

communities in the region and have good cooperation with church-

based institutions such as the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Osijek 

and the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Zagreb where we hosted an 

event in September.  We also support women with research grants 

which encourage critical thinking and help us understand the changing 

context so we can better respond to needs.  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ 

will be on the position of women in the churches of Protestant 

denominations in North Macedonia where they are an invisible 

community within a minority.  

 

On a personal note, after spending much of the summer in plaster, I look 

to reduce the amount of travel I do which this year felt excessive and 

focus my skills in further building the organisation and its mission 

through fundraising, communication and advocacy work to influence 

funding streams to the region. 

Carolyn representing EWI 

attended an event at the 

Protestant Faculty of 

Theology in Zagreb in 

September. 
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Miro is well and has enjoyed a series of exhibitions of his paintings this 

year, completed in between graphic design commissions.  Olivia began 

ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

music in society.  Lucia is enjoying her second year at art school where 

she is studying film and animation, and David started a new IT 

programming job last month in Split which although demanding he 

seems to be really enjoying.  In his spare time he looks after the olive 

ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƛƴ aƛǊƻǎΩ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ 

of which we share around. 

I was so happy to join in the celebration lunch in the church with you all 

last month which coincided with a short visit home. It was lovely to see 

how many children there are and how the church family is growing and 

caring for each other far and near. Thank you for your care towards me 

and my family, your love and generosity which sustains me through 

good and bad times. I give thanks to God that the road we travel, we 

travel together. 

Yours sister in Christ, 

Carolyn 

 

 

  



30 
 

What we do 

At our recent service on 3 November we saw a slide listing lots of 

activities done in the Church as shown below: 

 

 

  


